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Phi I  ip Gerard
Interviewed by f iur ie l  l leyers

q.

the

the

A.

l l r .  Gerard. . . .As you know, we are interes

story of  the Flebrew 0rphan Asylum as an inst i tut ion

ant rol  e in the Jewish i 'mmigrant I  i  fe of  the East

to be perfect ,  i 'n your case, because you have just

story of  your years:  at  the Hebrew Orphan Asylum, a

U/ i l I iam Wiener 0ral  History Library a copy of  your

t i t led,  I 'The Home on the Fl i l l :  Growing up in an 0r

gratef  u l .

This is an i 'nteryiew with Phi l  ip Gerard

f l i  I  I  iam Wi.ener Oral  Hi 'story Library.  The date

place, the New York Ci ty headquarters of  the

How long have you been at  work on your

I /e l  l ,  I '  had not planned to do a memoir .

to do i t ,  because I  l ived i t  and I  wasn' t  of  a mi

But then, at  a poi 'nt  af  ter  I  had a long career in

try and I  had ret i red. . .For me, pictures- were whe

company and Director of  Advert is[ng and Pub] ic i ty

ion.  Iwas a proi luct ion execut ive in New York he

mandatory ret i rement at  55,  and I  was not qui te p

ret  i  re.  So l .  had to f  ind a new. wor l  d of  lnterest

inyolyed.. . . in a career.  I  found mysel f  moving i

became a volunteer at  New York Hospi ta l  and a

comrni t tee,  and a yolunteer at  R.S.V.P [Ret i red

where I  worked with the Director on special  proj

to do with an annual  t r ibute program, br inging t

Ta
0c

l , /Side I  -  I
er  14,  1986

Muriel  Meyers,  for

0ctober 14, 1985;

r ican Jewish Commit tee.

d in developing the

that played an import-

ide.  Our t iming seems

recent ly wr i t ten the

you are giv ing the

l , lemoirs,  which is en-

anage.rr  We are most

i r?

t  never occurred to me

to be wri t ing about i t .

the mot ion picture indus-

e l  was an of f  icer of  t 'he

I  was involved in product-

re I  ret i red.  l t  was a

epared to step down and

d what I  d id was |  got

o volunteer work and so I

er of  their  Vis i tor 's Day

niors Volunteer Program)

cts,  including one that had

gether 5,500 volunteers

D

I



Phi l  ip Gerard

1

at the Radio Ci ty Rusic Hal l  where we produced an

tr ihute at  that  moment for  the wonderful  work the

out the year.  They usual ly did i t  anonymously and

And I  found this-very rewarding and i t  gave me a

lwas at  that  point  awa're of  the fact  that  lough

else that might Ee of  interest ,  and I  thought ab

decided that I  would wr i te a memoir .  But I  was go

only about the Hebrew. orphan asylum, not about Ho

I had, wi th very glamorous people and very ta lent

f rustrat  ing people.

S. 'o I  got  to wr i te the memoir ,  and i t  wa

that I  real ly wrote the memoir  is  that  a good fr i

woman, was putt ing out a l i t t le publ icat ion,  mon

.. . l lo l  ly . . .She was a lovely,  magnif  icent woman,

sh.e w.as sponsor ing th is monthly and her daughter

gether,  and i f  you wanted to you contr ibuted to

So I  was i .nv i . ted to contr  i  b.ute,  and l  found myse

po int  of  reference. I  wrote a v ignette,  the f  i ' rs

to I ike i t  and some of the readers seemed to I ik

a.
A.

What was the f i rst  one that you did?

I did. . .  l  th ink i t  was the one about. .

I t  was actual ly in sequence.

q. You started at  the. . .

A.  At  the very beginning, hefore I  went t

Seyenth S.treet and Second Avenue. between Second

l /Side |  -  2

tertainment and paid

volunteers did through-

did magnif icent work.

le new interest .  And

to be doing something

t the ear ly days and

ng to wr i te a memoir

lywood and the career

d people;  somet imes

interest  ing.  .  .The reason

d of  mine, a wonderful

Iy,  caI  Ied rrDear Mol Iy,"

d for  a number of  years

eal ly put the detai ls to-

is I  i t t le publ  icat ion.

f  uslng the memoir  as a

vignette,  and they seemed

it .

I t  was actual ly in sequence.

the home. We I  ived on

and Th i  rd.  .  .  Between Second



Ph. ' r l  ip Gerard

and Ayenue A. l . tm sorry.  That,s Avenue A, and Secon

A. Seventh Street.  Thatts wh-ere I  I  ived at  the t ime

you th. is. . .  l l  th ink L was. about seven or eight when.

my mother had been.. . .They had not been l lv ing toge

cause she was i l l  and he was worki 'ng and.. .They

There were four s ib l  ings;  ruy s: ister,  o lder;  my you

younger 6: i  s ter .

A. That was Paul  i 'ne. . .

A.  Paul  ine,  Bi  I  I  Gerard,  Helen. .  .  Bacal  I  .  S

do. So there were four of  us, . . .

I  donrt  remernber when the two.. .This was

JDe. I  donrt  renemEer eyer I  iv ing wi th ny brother

my mother and father.  I  th- ink they went into infan

a baker. . .

a.
A.

q.

A.

I  th ink you said they were in

Yes. I  tb. ink they were in an

a foster

infant home

I.  see. Uh. huh.

And then they went into tbe foster

ber y i .s i . t ing them in Staten ls land. l  now was

on S_eyenth.  Street,  and we took the ferry over

of  the ferry.  . .

a. You w.ere s.urpri:ed when you sat down

that you remembered them so.. .

A. 0h, i t  a l l  came to mind l ike a f i lm unr

I t  was viv id,  and i t  was a yery pleasurable exper nce recal l ing i t  a l l .

l /Side I  -  3

.  Second and Ayenue

And just  to te l  I

. l ly  father had died,

her at  the t ime be-

having real  problems.

er brother and my

has a fami ly.  As

a hlurred per iod

sister at  home,

homes. ) ly father

for

wi th

was

home

wi th

before the foster home'.

n Staten ls I  and. I  reroem-

my mother and my sister

to s i  t .  I  haye a recol  I  ect  ion

r i  te these v i  gnet tes

el  ing i tsel  f  in my mind.
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Because I  recal led good fr iends and the rnernorie

to me as a young man.

L rememb.er at Seventh Street,  for a f

wldowed and on a pension, a widowts pension, and

cost us Sl0 a month i 'n the beginning. A pleasant

bathroom was in the hal lway, and we bathed in a

v.

A.

a.
minium.

A.

q.

A.

What did you actual  ly  have i 'n the way

$/e had three roorns. There were th.ree

is st i l l  s ' tanding today and [s very wel l  cared

of Eastern European i 'mmigrants and they malntai

there i t  was a yery nice street,  and a very safe

I t ts an at t ract iye street.

Probably.  Probably.

Worth th.ousands of dol lars.!

Wel l ,  i t  was a wel l  bui l t  bui ld ing.

with.  a stoop. You always had a stoop. And we

That I  s.  Seyenth St reet .  .  .  Probab I  y you r

l lhat  k i .nd of  a stove did you have?

It  was a stove., .What was i t  burning?

lJas lt  coal ?

t . t  was'  coal  . . . l l 'n  not too sure.  WL fr .aa

S/here did i . t  f  ace? Where did the apart

I don ' ' t  rernernber. l t  was four stori.es

q.

A.

4,.

A.

a.
A.

haPpychi . ld i .n those circumstances-.  I , /e I  ived on

Tapel/Sidel-4

that were yery meaningful

years,  my mother being

I th ink the apartment

I  i ' t t le apartment.  The

ut i  in the k i tchen.

f rooms there?

.  And that bui ld ing

r .  That street is a street

d that  p i 'ne.  .  . lJhen we I  ived

street,  and i t  is  today.

Partment is now. a condo-

t t s.a tenerDent obviously,

the streets. . .pl din

t  wasn' t  gas.  .  .

gas I  i  ghts: .

t  face? ^Do you remember?

. We walked up. t  w.as a

ry l . i t t le.  l : ly  mother was
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a very f rugal  but  a yery good provider,  and we ate

widowrs pension to I  iye on and her brother in Chica

money, rnonthly,  unt i l  ha ran out of  resources. And

of resources was wf ien my mother made the decis ion. .

of  courage to make the decis ion,  b-ecause t  th ink s

us we were not aware of  at  the t ime. Because she di

didn' t  do that.  She took us to the home, through t

ber.  .  there was an agency inyolved. And I  a lways

story in the rnemoirs. . .This is a remarkable coinci

I  w-ent to school  at  P.  S. whatever-  i  t -was

walked there as a youngster.  I  went by a boys'c lo

wonderful  th ings in the window. Just  wonderful  th i

I  used to look at  one sui t  that  was so beaut i fu l .

u l t imate in c lothing. And one day my mother said,

buy you a sui t  and rny s i .ster a new dress."  And I  p

That 's w.here we went and l .  bought that  very sui t .

haye a sui t  I  ike that .  And my s. ister got a beaut i .

we went to the home i .n,  in these clothes, which t

f rom us,.  We never saw them again.

a. 0h. Too bad. I  don' t  want to repeat too

are |n th.e nernoi . r ,  because thatts in the archives,

t .  wondered.. .0n th is bookr You started i t  a n

did i t  take you to wr i te i t?

A. I  started the. book about three years

year to do. I  would say a l i t t le over a year.

i t ,  l iut  l .  th ink there's a poss i  b i  I  i  ty  [wh ich

TaP l, /Side |  -  5

l l .  She had only

would send her

t  the t  ime he ran

I th ink she had a

the

some

out

lot

had aspirat ions for

not abandon us.  She

agency. I  donrt  remem-

r. . . l  te l l  th is

ce.

Fourth Street

i  ng s. tore, wh i  ch

s in the w- indow.

and

had

And

thet  reminded me of

ome, werre going to

cked out that  sui t .

never thought I  'd

I  dress.  And that 's

many

for

of

proceeded to take

what

away

of the th ings which

eyeryone to read. But

years.  ago. How long

, and i  t  took me about a

ver had in mind to publ  ish

share wi th you). . .  I  hope
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i t  happens becaus.e l ' ,d I  ike to see this book (not f

doesntt  lnterest  me[,  but  th.ere are today at  least

(s. ic) .  Het i rew (3J- .  .  a lumnus. and they sr i l  I  publ

which. was the magazi .ne of  our t ime. t t  st i l  I  publ  is

.  .  .a lumn i . .  And a very,  very s lJccessful  a l  umnus who

sources and has done sorDe yery nice th ings to benef

is interested in puhl  i 'shing the memoir  as part  of  t

year,  1987, is the l00th anniversary of  the bui Id i

asylum. The or ig inal  went back further somewhat,  b

a. Yes, but the bui ld ing on l35th Street

bui. l  t ,  I  guess,,  i 'n 188/.  Exact ly.

A. I  th ink so.  t  th ink thatr 's  the. . .But

sary coning up.

a.
A.

! /ho i 's '  t [ r . is '  henefactor? What Is his

His name. is Norman Rales.  R-a- l -e-s.

er man than rne, and I  ta lked ur i th.  h im the other

wel I  as- a counselor at  the h-ome..  I  was a counselo

becaus.e l .  went to Ci ty Col lege af ter  I  had moved

posts and s. tayed on unt i l  l :  was 22. I  lef t  the

q. To get back to your book for just  a m
I

he. i .s going to pub. l  ish the book and [ t  wi l  I  be d

A. Lt  w i . l  I  be d istr  ibuted to the a l  umn i  .

meroento of the. annive.rsary Program. There wi I I  b

There are a wh,ole ser i .es of  th ings planned for t

A.  ! /e l  I  ,  that 's i  nterest  ing,  and I  guess

l /Side I  -  6

r  the publ  ic ;  i t

thousand alumnus

sh the (?)

,  for  the alumnus

s considerable re-

t  the group at  large

ann iversary.  . .Next

of  the Hebrew orphan

AmsterdarnAyenue was

the e ls a l00th anniver-

name

No n Rales.  Hers a young-

and he reruernbers me so

for  four or f ive years

the ladder at  yar ious

to get marr ied. . . .

te. , .This means that

t r  ibuted. .  .

a symbol and

other th ings

ann iversary.

asa

the re .

which wetts that  copy



Phi l ip Gerard

wi l l  receive.  Right?

A. Yes ,  i .  t  "s the same copy.

A. Eine i 's  st i  I |  not  numbered yet.  The copy

numbered and so on.. .  I  know that you st i l l  haye.. .

A.

a.
A.

a.
A.

a.

A.

to go to

I .  d idn' t

a.
A.

I t ts complete though.

l ' t r 's  complete, .but  f . . .

l . 've never had an edi tor  touch i t  and i t

l /e l  |  ,  i ' t  "s real  ly  a marvelous s ' tory

Wel I  ,  thank. you. [ ' 'm glad to hear you say

.. .and a great document about

would I  ike to do the interview in th.ree

pos^t*H0A, and so we haye done a I  i t t le

your apartment on Seventh Street.

ln the book you didn' t  ta lk at

moth.er was an observant Jew. Did you go

at al l?

the home*

parts.  Pre

of the pre

al  I  about

to syna

That"s,  a yery lmportant quest ion.  t  th in

a. .  .  No, l .  nwer w.ent to s.ynagogle. But go

take. tq.  l .  don " t  th ink that  lasted very I

But act .ual  ly  your mother didnrt  helong

l . t  wasn' : t  that .  . .  I  ' l  I  te l  I  you the. probl

a

t.

because l .  be. l  leve they were obs.eryant Jewsl they

Jewish. I  i . fe.  - l ! ly  father came f  rorD .rGlunza,t t  which i

f rom Bucharest .  And thei . r  fami l  ies gave me a pictu

tradi . t ion.  They were not zealots and they w.ere not

Jewi sh.  They had th.at  i .n the i  r  be i  ng.  And t  th i  nk

l /Side |  -  7

hat I  have is not

eeds to he edi ted.

that.

had said that  I

,  At  the 1104, and

use you ment ioned

he.. .whether your

? Do you remember that

there was an at tempt

to Hebrew school .  Which

ng. There was an at tempt.

a s.Ynagogue. . .  .

.  The problem, I  th ink,

out of  the t radi t ional

Bussi .a,  and my Juother

e of  the nature of  their

orthodox, hut they were

he problem, as.  far  as I
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can see, 'wl th my farni  ly . . .My fami ly was di f f  icul t

stances, t  th. ink.  The circumstances came about in

the marr iage, and the problems that came to two

part icular t ime in th ls country and tr ied to make

So that the problems were there, . .My nother took

the f i rst  ch- i ld she had a post-partum depression,

I  th ink.  and t  th ink that  was part  of  what

she. was not too wel l .  And I  th ink they had stress

terms of  economics.  Th.e chi ldren came too fast ,  n

So t  th ink that  d i 'verted them from planning a fam

al ly wanted.

a. Almost didn' t  haye the t ime or wherewit

real  I  y.  . .

A.  Wel l ,  that ts baslcal ly t rue.  I  th ink th

But there were references.,  l  know, which always

wal I  of  ny fani ly ls apartment was TFreodore Her

ber that was there. So sorDettr ing I  ike that would

q.

A.

D [d you cel ebrate Rosh Hashana and Yom

No, I  hayen' t  those memories.  I  had al

Asylum, where l t  hecame a r i tual ;  what we di 'd e

synagogue. I  haye to te l l  you, that  doesnrt  ruake

den' t  th ink so.  No, because [ f  you go becauise y

know what you're going for,  [ t  may give you some

onl y 6-ecause I t  "$ an obseryat ion about inst  i tut  i

goguge f  i .ve, s lx days a week. Yes? And you say i

pel /Sidel-8

. . ln di f f icul t  c i rcum-

he very beginning of

le who arr ived at  a

I  i fe and had problems.

I  I  very ear ly.  With

and she had that again,

I  icated things because

in the fami ly just  in

t  the wisest planning.

ly I  i fe that  they basic-

togotoa synagogue,

t  was part  of  the

inded me.. .And on

picture. . .And I

a reninder.

p rob I  em.

the

remem-

ippur and al  I  those. .  .  ?

of  i t  at  the Hebrew Orphan

ry morning. We went to

yotr a good Jew. No, t

want to go, Eecause you

ethical  yalues. I  say th is

al  |  [ fe.  We went to syna-

b.u i  I  ds character and. .  .
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Thatrs not necessar i ly  so.  A lot  of  ether

hras a good thing that we did go. I  th ink

ident i ty.  And we also hai l  Hehrew'school .

that was

a. So that real ly,  the strength of  being.. .

real  ly  learned at  the h.ome.

A. At t [e home. Yes.

a.  Anything else? Before we talk about the

else that you rememEer about the neighborhood.. .Wa

A. I  a lways t t r lnk of  i t  as bei .ng rDost ly Jew

ethni .c aroups. lery sol  id pockets of  the Pol  ish,

And theyt ' re st i  I  I  there.  They were always there

with the.  Jenr ish corruunl ty.  t t  was a nice communit

a.
A.

didn' t .

a.
lot  of

A.

a.
A.

a.

Did you haye a feel  ing of  ant i -Semit ism

When I  lef t  there I  was about eleven y

When you say the streets were I ike Cen

trees and things then?

No. l lmean yo.u could play.

0h.. They were safe.

They were safe;  [ t  was a place to pl

B rght.  R ight .

f rom ah.out eight to eleyen, on Seyenth Street,  so

l .  do know that I  p layed i .n the street wi th the k i

and we did al l  the street play,  whether i . t  was s

or w.hateyer.  Everyone s;eened to be fr iendly.  The

Central  Park and nre enjoyecl  our play and I  d idn'

l /Side I  -  9

th ings ar neede,d

rtant;

and.. .But i t

i  t  gave us an

Jewish r i tuals. . .You

. [s there anything

i t  mixed or al  I  Jewish?

sh. But,  there were

a lnes ,  in that  a rea .

the.y nixed very wel I

there?

rs old.  I  was there

i t ts very hard to say.

s who v{ere on the stree$

ck bal  I  or  r rkn ickiesr l

t reets were I  ike our

feel  depr ived. I  real ly

ra l  Park, were there a

[n the streets._
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A. I{e. had a park. Stuyvesant Park. 0r Tomp

Street.  And occas: ional ly there would be a band pl

evening, wh. ich was pleasant.  But most ly my I  i fe w

We went to Coney ls land on a few occasions for t

co.urse, we went to rnovi .es.  I  went to moyies pr inc

taking a chi ld to school  who wes younger than I  a

a week or whateyer i t  was, which paid for  the Sat

that to 5e a great ass- ignment;  very prof i table. . .

on Eighth.  Street who, when I  lef t  to go to the

then some years,  later. . .  I  was now at Ci ty Col I

Col lege and we met and went to the stadium concer

Iy. . .

a.
A.

a.
A,

S[as she Jewish?

Yes. Ye.s she uras Jewi sh.

What was her name?

t lar jor i .e Ldnow' i tz.  She was lovely.  And

So you r lanaged to haye a gir l  f r iend,

That ts '  r ight .

[ t  seems to me th.at  you'ye always- had

ing where she was located [n her of f ice one day

gaged--and l .  sai .d,  t ' l  want you to meet an old f r

L i  I  I  i .an and we.. .There [s a long story about how

up to th iE loyely.  f  r lend of  n ine and they enjoye

around. . .  She was working for a manufacturer of

gave Ll l  I  i .an th is heaut i fu l  hag. Needlepoint .  Ab

i t  to th- is day. Fi f  ty,  s ixty years later.

a.
A.

a.

l /Side |  -  l0

Ins Park.  0n Eighrh

ing nusic on a summer

s around Seyenth Street.

hig out ing,  and, of

pal  ly  because I  was

d gett lng maybe l0C

rday movie.  And I  found

d t  had a gir l  f r iend

, I  d idnt t  see. But

and she was now at Hunter

s together.  She was loye-

wife and I  were y is i t -

r  mayhe v{e v{ere just en-

end of  mine.t '  l ly  wi fe was

,oet.  And I  took Li  I  I  ian

meeting, and then she turned

aut i fu l  i rnported hags. She

olutely exquis i te.  I  haye

en when you were age ten.

ery good relat ionshIps wi . th
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the opposi te sex.

Th€t(r  t rue.  l ,ye been very for tunate.

Becaus:e I  know that when you.. .your me

stor ies ablout the gtr ls at  the home, which.. .who

yery i . rnportant to you as a young boy.

A. I  can tel l  you something about the home

see today [n terros of  chi ld abuse..and read. l fe r

i t .

lJhen they closed the horne, when they cl

the horue throughoot the ci ty and throughout the s

a decis ion made through the careful  weighing and

social  serylce workers.  .  .  Social  workers.  .  .And tha

better for  youngsters to Ee close to fami l  ies--e

i ly-- than in th.e atrnosphere of  a hr ick wal  I  and

I  am heglnnlng to wonder about th is.  I rm not so s

cQrrect .  I  roay be considered a react ionary about

read [s correct,  then the fos.ter home is not n

Typical ly,  you cantt  get  the qual  r ty of  foster p

give chi . ldren a I  i fe that  i .s heal thy and happy.

were prohlens.. .There were people who were bruis

a general  stater lent ,  there was no abuse.

A.

a.

q.

A.

There sns no wf iat  we cal l  chi ld ahuse.

There was no ahuse. Th.ere nay have be

that happened that we were shocked about, but t

ch. [ ldren Eeing slapped hard,  yes.  But thatrs not

apel/Sidel- l l

l rs te l ls  a number

of course, have to

apropos of  what we

d a great deal  about

sed i .nst  i  tut  ions I  i  ke

ate,  which was, I  th ink,

nvest igat  i  ng of  the

ls that  i t  would be

i f  i t  was foster fam-

thousand chi  ldren.

re that  thatrs necessar i  ly

his.  Because, i f  what l .

sar i ly  working that wel  l .

ents that  you need to

reas at the home, there

. . .But hy and large, as

an occasional  th ing

idn' t  see abuse. I  saw

of

be

i ld abuse. Thatrs
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discipl  lne thatrs extreme, hut i t rs not chi ld abu

abuse, b-ut  I  know that the oyeral  I  p icture of  the

they were heal thy chi ldren, heal thy play,  heal thy

do thi .ngs that chi ldren of  those years were taught

they had s.upervis ion.  And that was what was going

came a group of men and women who,ve gone on to fu

don' t  know what studles have been made, but nost o

ful f i l led I  ives.  They,ve gone on to have fami l  ies,

Not indiv idual  s,  6ut  general  ly  s.peaking, knowing t

that  have had terr ib le t imes. yes,  I  know that.

Yes. Uh huh.

Wel l ,  get t ing to your exper iences at  t

} le l  |  ,  that ' :s a quest ion that coul  dn r  t

I  donrt  know the percentages.

q.

A.

a.
A.

a.
crust of the boys.

A.
I

But rernemher though, In those years. . .

percentagei  were

years there,  f rom 1924 to 1935, and you graduated

how many of the home hoys urent to col lege.

[ Ie l  l ,  would you take a gues.s,  anyway?

0h, I  would say l t  would be high i f  i t

So that you were real  ly  one of  the. . . .

or  1930.. .  I  donrt  know what the

ayerage boy outslde th.e horne.. .

a.
A.

q.

i f  he was golng

That r 's proha6'ly true.

But you' ' re r  ight .  [ t  was a smal I  perc

Lt was a smal I  percentage.

l /Side |  -  l2

There may have been

st i tut ion was that

t lets,  st imulated to

to be d i  rected to and

. Now, out of  that

f i l l  their  l ives.  I

these people have

careers,  accompl ishments.

t  there are except ions

home. You

from CCNY.

spent eleyen

But. . .  I  wonder

answered speci f ical ly.

s l0%.

r . . .One of  the upper

rre ta l  k lng about 1935. .  .

school ,  theoutside the

col  I  ege.

tage.
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A.

school .

a.
school ?

A.

They did f  in ish high school  ,

They di i l  that . .

They al I  d id.  There were no

though.

dropouts,

No dropouts.  t f they didn' t  9o to high

cat ional  school .

a.
A.

They had to haye some kind of  a diploma

Yeah, and they stayed there as long as

l f  they got their  d ip loma at  17, they lef t  at  17,

fami ly they had. But that  was the purpose; to ha

haye a complet ion of  educat ion.  t  th ink they tho

the complet ion of  educat lon,  wi th the except ion o

A. Did you haye a scholarship in order to

A. No, I  got  to he a counselor.  And I  went

cepted at  col lege.. .Not that  l .  had a great record

became.. .  I  had Eeen a captain. . .We had a hlerarch

the boys were s 'uperyised Ey monitors and the moni.

the cEptain had a smal l  group, and the captain ha

Aboye the captain was paid staf f ,  the junior coun

s.elors.  So I  b=ecame a junior counselor.  t  had be

You went up the hlerarchy.

Up the l i i .erarchy, yes. The Junror

a.
A.

a ,Donth.  I  d ldn' t  need any more than

Col lege.. .

that .  There

a.
A.

And you were I  iv ing at  the home.. .

I  was I  iv ing at  the home; t  had board

apel /Sidel-13

had to f in ish high

ld you say, f rom high

chool they went to vo-.

hey could.  Unt i l  18.

and tFrey urent to whateyer

that dlploma and to

ht the high school  was

to col  lege?

to col  lege, I  was ac-

hut I  was accepted and I

in the inst i tut ion where

or had a smal I  group and

alrnost a fu l l  dormitory.

elors and the sen ior  coun-

a captain as a young rnan.

lor

re

gaye r le,  I  th ink,  $25

no fees.. .at  Ci ty

d (  had a room.. . t  had
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a very nice room. 0f my own.

Then I  hecame a senior counselor after

a. I  wanted to ask.  you this.  your mernoir

your I  i fe as a counselor,  and I  wondered.. . t lhen

up, as a rnoni tor  and captain and a counselor,

I  ine? How did you exercise author i ty?

A. Wel l ,  ! ' l  I  te l  I  you.. .This is inrerest

at the home...When you came to the home you went

didn' t  go to the nain house. We cal led i t  the ma

the pres,ent house. [ t  was red br lck.  The other b

si 'de and sort  of  isolated, and you had to go th

medical tests.  [^Ie were there for about three we

lonely exper ience. You trrere bothered by being ap

about l0-15-20 people there.  Then, when you f ina

was f ine and you went oyer to the big home and

The f i rst  day that I  arr iyed at  th ls

know, they had certain procedures which you fol l

counselor would say--ani l  they'd say i t  loud and

body stopped. Froze. t f  you didnrt ,  you had tro

said "Al l  s. t i l l r r ' [n a big courtyard or gyn, eye

quite a reminder of  d iscipl  i .ne.

l t  wasnrt  that  they said ' ,Al l  st i l1. .

came into ny dormitory and I  waE supposed to be

di .dnt t  understand. t  d idnrt .understand. I  got  a

couldnrt  bel  ieye i . t .  Because t  d idn, t  know what

Tape l /Side |  -  t l l

a year. . .

snl t  have too much about

u were working your way

did you keep your boys in

ng. The f i rst  day I  arr ived

to the recept ion.  .  .You

n house, which was in

i ld ing was of f  to the

ugh var ious checks and

s. And [ t  was a very

rt  f rom.. .There were

ly got okayed, everything

had klnd of  arr iyed.

,  that  evening.. .You ,

d.  The word that the

lear-- t 'Al  I  st i l l . r '  Every-

le.  So i f  anybody ever

ybody stopped. l t  was

rWhateyer they did,  I

espondlng to something I

mack across my face. I

t  was for.  At  least  i f
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you get hi t  you urant to know why. And I  suppose

something.. .So.. .

t . lho hlt you? A roonitor?

A monltor.  A monltor.  A boy. A boy. 0r a

I  th ink was a rough one. Fle was one of  the rough

out as being rough. They ki 'nd of  I  iked that author

So.. .  I  knew what i t  was to get hi t .  I  d i

was yery quick to learn how to play the game. So

or when I  became a monltor. . .

a.
A.

A monitor.  Yes.

t  d id i t  hr i th persuasion and intel l  igen

real  ly  made an i 'ssue of  author l ty,  or  what I  want

because I  fe l  t  they were responsiye to me because

my role was one that ref lected sensi t iv i ty to oth

er people--and I  got  great response. t  th ink t

me, because I  real ly ertended mysel f  to them.

The other day t  had.. .This happened to

e.ras reat ly very touchi 'ng to De. hlhen sornebody tel

you meant to them and you don' . t  even know this--y

you just  do what you haye to do-- l rye been told t

e,xample to conteruporar ies of  . . . these younger men.

hets tLr-e one who told me this.

a. Nornan. . . The :n€ln you

A. He told me.. .  t  satd,

He said,  t ts ixty- three.. .  I  sald,

ment loned before.

t t l  dontt  remember

"[ tm ten years ol

l . /Side |  -  l5

supposed to do

apta i 'n.  And th i  s man

s. Some of them stood

ty and they.. .

n ' t  get  h i t  again.  I

n Ibecameacounselor,

exchange. And I  neyer

rny author i ty to be,

I  cared about them.

rs--and these were

.. . .They cooperated

So

young-

with

on two occas i .ons.  l t

s you, looking back, what

dontt  th ink about i t ;

at  Isetawonderful

Norman Rdles.  ; . . . . .WeI l ,

F{ow ol d are you?tr

Strong" [ f )er. t r  t t l ' lurray
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was rny roentor. When he got in the home

everyth. ing, Aut he nras a symbol to rne.

ef fect ,  I  would say ahout Murray,  I  was

had had s.uch an effect on this young rnan.

A. So you did ' i t . . .Your discipl  ine

A.

q.

A.

l t  came out of  a di f ferent k ind

.  .  .  .  ta l  k ing and persuas ion.

t  had an erupathy wi th the youngsters.

Blt  you had about what. . .20.  or  J0 you

Wel l ,  when I  was a captain I  had abou

Not that  t  d idn' t  s lap them from t ime to t ime,

were test lng you or urhatever,  hut  by and large

least t  d idnt t  do [ t .  I  know.. .A man came over

at  a reunton of  the t lebrew Orphan Asylum, celeb

t layhe i t  was l lurray "strong'st '  (?)  and Art

hundred people. . .  [ ] rn not c lose to the alumnis b

I  do knornr whatrs goi .ng on occaslonal  ly-  t  at ten

So a anan came over to ne.. .You dontt

not tn touch ur i tFr- them. He said, t rDo you r

not sure.  lJhy don' t  you tel l  me who you are?"

forget you. You neyer put a hand on me, when o

hel l  of  a tFr- ing to hear. , .So thatrs the k ind of .

th ing,  hecau5e l .  donht know that I  neyer put a

that at  a l l .  I  wouldnrt  eyen think about i t .  Bu

q.

A.

a captain of ,  and then there'd be ahout 8 nonl

[ ,  ln a

So, whe

very

came

of re
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se, was his.  Not

he said to rne what,

to hear that .  That

t  of . . .

at  i  onshi  p,

I  I  iked the youngsters.

or two, because they

didntt  have to. . .0r  at

rne at  a dinner party

t ing some anniversary.

ld was there and a couple

t  I  do get the let ters and

an eyent. . .

gn i ze peop I e when you t.re

r  me?' '  And I  sa i  d,  r r  I  tm

he said,  "Wel l ,  l r l l  neyer

rs did.r '  Dfel  l ,  thatrs a

.That reninded me of soroe-

d on him. I  dontt  reroernher

to him [ t  was important.

sters that  you were.. .

80 youngsters that  I  was

s under me. And then aboye

in

I
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me $ras the paid staff .  The hoys thernselver had

authorl ty.  And sometimes they r{ .ere more cruel

q.

I  ine,

A.

a.

A.

a.
fact  that

A.

And then L guess you had the problem

Thatts t rue.  l t  was qui te

t f  they stepped.. .  l f  they

a responsibi l

hecame too ha

that you had to do something about?

0h, sure.  AEsolutely.

Uh huFr.  The one thing that I  p icked up

yor r{erenr ' t  Bar . l ' l i tzvahed because you d

I  was always sad about that .  I  donrt

be.. .  [ t  may h-aye been.. . l .  was" str icken vsi th a

at the home, and l t  may have been about that t ime

and had my appendix taken out.  By the way, . |4t .  Si

Asylum hai l  a great relat ions.hip because when - |4t .

the HeErew Orphan As-ylum was establ ished already

funds came to them through benefactors. , .Ancl  l l t .

for someth-ing anil tFr-ey gave [t. . . The Hehrew Orph

Sinal ,  these funds ,  for  which l l t .  Sinai  in turn

any lpemEer of the HeArl  0rphan Asylum hospital  I

t f  you had an i l  Iness you went te f i t .  Si .nal  and

taken care of  8y. ."

This [s a very interest tng story.  Hy

my chart . . .and l .  saw tr- im there a number of  t imes

A.A. Byrcl w-as tf ie I eai l  ing phys ician [n the worl d.

l t ,  i t  rnust  have Eeen some resident.  But he was

th

ha

of

pef lSidel-17

r or^rn I  i t t le wor ld of

the adul ts over them.

ep lng the rnon i  tors i  n

ty. . .

sh,  was that something

n your rnerooi-r was the

dnrt  learn Hehrew.

what happened. l t  may

ic i t is  af ter  I  arr ived

that I  went to Mt.  Sinai

i  and the. Flebrew Orphan

i.na i .  was f  i  rst  founded,

d had funds.. .Considerable

lnal  needed some funding

Asrylun gave it  to l ' l t .

ve them the right to have

at. I l t "  Slnal  at  no cost.

ey took care of you. I was

ndfu was rennoyed.. .on

. .Ey Dr.  A.A. Byrd,  Dr.

0bviously he didn' t  do

here. I remember his
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Van Dyke. But we got very good at tent ion.

The.n. . .Froml l t .  Sinai  hospi ta l  I  was

Home. The conyalescent home f th is was al l  through

Asylum) where I  spent a nonth of  convalescence.

longer was they apparent ly I  iked me and kept me t

ened, whatever.  So one day, down in the boyst bat

scrap with a boy, whatever i t  was about,  and the

the place, she said,  r 'L isten, i f  you're strong

strong enough to go home."

a. You.. .Possibly that  was the per iod when

Hebrew and.. .  I  was interested, because obviously

the standards of  He6rew comprehension in order t

wasntt  an automat ic th ing and you weren' t  tutor

that.  Recause some people were and some people

A. I  th ink so.  t  th ink there were others

whatever reason. We were al l  conf i rmed; we gradu

d[d a very impressive conf i rmat ion service,  at

or the Bible.  .  .And there's a pict .ure.  But I  neye

fore,  when my son was approacfr . ing his l3th bir t

he l ie Bar l i tzyahed. He was..  .He was Bar ] t i  tzvah
t

Hets a member of the Park Avenue Synagogue today

6i t  lnt imtdated because I  vras so insistent that

did t t  for  h imsel f ,  but  for  me.

q. You graduated from CCNY in 1935. Accor

marr i .ed very short ly thereafter.  [s that  r ight?

A. Thatrs t rue.  I  marr ied in '35.

apel /Sidel-18

t to the Betty Loeb

the Hebrew Orphan

roorn I  got into a

s tay

s t  rength-

I  i t t le

derful  woman who ran

to have scraps, youtre

you missed out on your

u had to measure uD to

get Bar l , l i tzvahed. l t

for  i t  or  anything I  ike

entt .

were over looked for

ted our Sunday School .  ! , Ie

ich I  read from the Torah

was Bar 14i tzvahed. There-

y t  I  l . ras.  insistent that

d at  the Free Synagogue.

t  th ink he fel t  a l i t t le

he Bar 14i tzvahed. He

reason I  d idn' t

re-- l  was being

ing to you r Jnelno i  r ,  you
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q. You dontt  say anything [n your memo[r ab

he nice,  n@v,wife.  [ t  would he.. .  t  th ink i t  would

on your |  l fe after.  .  .  the home. .  .

A. We had some yery dist inguished benefactor

t lme to the Heb.rew Orphan Asylum. The Warner broth

Harry t?l .  .  Alhert (3I Jack. Gaye the hone

gi f ts.  Flrst . . . tVhen they f  i rst  got  in touch wi. th r

ever brought the at tent ion of  the Hebrew Orphan As

They arranged for. . . l lhen Hanukah came, every chi ld

have any gi f t  the.y wanted. t f  you wanted a radio,  i

you b{anted a fountaln pen, l f  you wanted a wr lst  w

chi ld ruould Want,  you l ls ted i . t ,  you gor i t .  !G re

party.  For years,  year af ter  year.  Then one day t

to do goaethtng special  for  the home, and they bui

Gym--the mos.t  magnif  lcent gymnasiuro. We had a gyrn

I  iCI i ted,  b,ecause [ t  had poles in the middle.  This

of  a col lege gyn.

q.

A.

Where was it?

0n th.e grounds..  [ . t  was on the grounds.

playlng f  i .e la.  And i t  nras so magn[f  lcent.  t t  had

theatre,  f  i lm screen project  ion.  .  .The f  i .nest  p la

come out and they gave .us the f lnest  sound. 'The f i

And they arrangeA to see, f rom their  exchange, f i l

f  l lms. ( 'Don Juan,"  r . r l th Dolores Costel  lo and John

was eyen released, because they gave us. . .  tnstruc

l /Side |  -  l9

[Low you ruet your

we could f i l l  in

who gave funds and

, of  the f i lm company.

ser ies of  wonderful

horne Eecause.. .Who-

um to th is group.. .

n the inst t tut ion could

yo! wanted skates,  i f

tch-. .  .Any g I f  t  that  a

ived i t  at  a Hanukah

decided they wanted

t a gym--the Warner

f  our own, but i t  was

was the equlvalent .

,  w-e had a great big

eryt t r - ing. . .A stage, a

and sound had just

est  that  anyhody had.

came [n. The new

Rarrynore, hefore i t

ions to their  people in

f

f
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New York and automat ical ly those f i lms came up. So

night,  af ter  d inner,  there would he f i lms. We coul

nes'r  f  i lm, and [ t  was jost  a great th ing. . .

So that was that.  Then there was another

period of years-- l  don' ' t  remernber his narne--he u{ou

older k i .ds,  out  to the amusement park,  ( : ! )  P

for a day's out lng.  He' 'd have the huses and of f  yo

you were going to have al l  the r ldes in the wor ld

then you were gotng to haye dinner at  the (?)

l t  was a glor ious day. I  don' t  know [ f  we went sw.

them did.  And this went on for a numher of  years.

The f l rst  t tne. . .No, i t  wasnrt  the f i rst

on for a numEer of  years.  l t  wasn' t  the f i rst  t i

went out on the hus. I  was a counselor and I  was

window, and there was a I  i :oousine alongside our

iye women ln the Eack of  the car.And (  not iced t

hered them as l .  rocle along, as being yery at t ract i

Ctl .  .  Park, or Steeplechase, there were these

though horar w.onderful [t would be to know them hut

don"t  have an introduct ion;  t  just  can' t  do that. t

One of them was the daugtr- ter of  the benefactor wh

a.
A.

a.
A.

a.

The "Luna" Park -Day, yes.

And the other one was Li l l ian,  a f r iend

Thatr t r  your wl fe.

Yeah. l ' ly wife.

You are at  t t r - is  t ine ln your ear ly r20s

pe l /Side |  -20

the kids,  on a Fr iday

see t l ' r " is  wonderful

rnan who

d take

rk and

went,

at You

I ub. Up

ing. t

t  ime because that went

Anyway, one t ime I

t t i .ng alongside a

w-i th two very at t ract-

and L kind of remero-.

. When rde got to

$romen. And aga i  n t

' I  can' t  do that.  t

So. . .They were str ik ing.

was giv ing us th is day..  .

f  hers.

did for  a

the kids,  the

Steep I  echase

knowing that

wanted, and

at 72od Street.

th. ink some of
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A.

a.
A.

a.
A.

a.
A.

Yes..  .  in '35,  I  must have been ahout I

You were born [n. . .  I  should have asked

r9r3.

19.13. So in '35 you were just  about 22

Twenty-two. That rs r  ight .

This is whi le you were at  school .

I  was at  school .  And t . . .  t  d idn, t  see

Yes. This nras at  CCNY.

Yes. [ /hat is now Baruch Col lege. I .Je wen

them through. the day, and we had this lovely da

to New York at  the end of  the day for dinner and

hadnrt  ta lked to them. Then I  went to school ,  and

I was wait ing for  an eleyator and by God i f  i t  wa

admir ing in the l jmousine standing alongside with

a.
A.

went uptown as wel l .  And I  said,  , ' [  know you. We

looked at  me and I  said,  r rYes. We spent the day a

started to ta lk and that was ruy introduct ion to L

deal ,  and began going oot.  [ Ie saw a great deal  of

t lnued to see each. other r lght  through the year a

us were out of  school ,  p lanning to get marr ied an

courageous'  Doye because ne i ther one of us had any

No, l .  actual  ly ,  nour,  was working for the

I  qesn' t  teaching, t iut  i t  was [n a school  .  I  was

dolng spectal  projects,  whatsver,  and i f  you wor

least a posi t ion,  h.ecause there wasn,t  much to Fe ad those days. .  .

hem

and

had

when

ntt
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in the beginning.. .

r  ight  ?

IDE.

agaln.  I  just  saw

we went on back

seen them but I

t  got  to school ,

the lady [ td been

It  was Li l  I  ian.

uP town wel l .  I

t  before. ' r  And she

rLuna' t  Park. t t  And we

l l  ian.  We talked a great

other,  and we con-

the next year 6oth of

we dld.  [ t  was a yery

I  ace..  .

I .JPA as.  . .not  a teacher,

ndl  ing k ids [n a school ,

for the WPA you had at

as

l l
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a.
A.

q.

A.

That was the real  Depression.

Yes. Di f f i 'cul t  t i rnes.  And.. .

$Ihat was Li l I ian doing?

t le l  I  L i l  I  i 'an. . .She.. .  l t  was qui te remar

started.. .She was yery determined, st i l l  is ,  about

she [s very thorough. She was lnterested in the t

v iew of  puhl  ic i ty.  The Iegi t imate theatre.  And sh

market ing in the theatre.  And she met some people

summer at  the ^| lusic Hal  l ,  and eyentual  ly  she met

ing a theatre cal led the Bial to Theatre,  which is

Broadway. And he needed somebody to be his secret

jobs in one. Li . l  I  ian qual  i f  ied for  l t  and he took

awful ly hard but she learned so much. He was a

Hayer became a very dist inguished.. .

a. Arthur l layer?

A. Arthur L.  l layer.  Yeah. You can f  ind

He was an extraordinary man. So she was doing

and I  t rras wlth- the l lPA, and Li . l  I  lan satd to me

on 68th street opposi . te the Free Synagogue, t t

ruent. . . l . . .

a.
I

Between Central  Park West and Col umbus

A.very nice street,  r ight  now.

A. What did we pay? We paid very I  i t t le.

" [  don]t  th. ink you should be on WPA. l t  just  isn,

out and get into a career.  [ t ts not r ight .  There

him

tha
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le how she got

her own interests and

tre f rom the point  of

did her thesis on i t - -

6.ecause she worked one

rnan who was just  open-

ust  being redone, on

and press agent,  two

r on and she worked

rkable nan.. .Arthur

[n the arch iyes now.

and learning a great deal

had a l i t t le apartnoent

a lovely I  i t t le apart-

venue. 23 U. 68tfr . .

t  L l l  I  ian said to me,

r tght .  You ought to go

re so many other peopl  e
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on t{PA. Walt lng for  an opportuni ty."  But they we

So t  lef t  i t .  I  went to work and t  d id a number o

for New York Central  Rai I road [n the administrat i

for  Belvedere Fabr ics,  which was a yery successfu

I  would be doing some promot ion for them. [ t  be

odds and ends and was working. Then eventual  ly  I

the f i lm business. To the fr inges of  i t ,  working

Briston who, in busines.s,  was associated with Art

European f i lms ln th is country.  So I  worked for h

idea of  the f i l ro wor ld,  and l .  worked for a huge

Amusement Enterpr lses,  and then Li | | ian and I  op

handled independent press coverage for I  i t t le the

on Fi f th Avenue and.. .We had some lnterest lng

q.

A.

q.

A.

Ulhat was the name of your f  [ r rn,  or . .?

Gerard Associates.

Gerard Associates.  Uh huh. Where was i t

55 West 42nd Street.  And we had the bes

You did press work,  as a c iv i l ian?

Yes- [/hat we were doing, we were doing

Li l  |  ian uras alqful  ly  goot l  at  [ t ,  and I  was learnin

war came she went to work in one of the war agenc

agencies and I  went wi th the Corps of  Engineers i
I

a ci .y i l  tanl  and t  d id press work wi th a colonel

head of th.e department.  [ t  was an i .nterest ing exp

4..

A.

manufacturers who were doing work. for governrnent tractors.  [Je gave

apel /Sidel^23

lucky to be on i t .

odd, strange jobs

off [ce.  And I  worked

fabr ic house. I  thought

a hore.  t  d id lots of

t  to the f r lnges of

r a man named Joe

r } layer.  He handled

m and I  hegan to get the

in cal  I  ed Consol  Idated

ed our own of f ices and

tres. The l i /orld Theatre

unts.

of

my

BS,

the

the |  [ t t le theatres.

t rade, and when the

one of  the rel  ief

War Department,  as

supposed to be the

ra le [ncent iye work for

awards
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for  special  ef for ts.  And there was a certain aroount

ln dotng thi,s.. tou knour., the i .ndustry was mobil ized

and we tr ied to keep the morale high. Basical  ly  tha

a.
A.

You w.ere doing what you knevr how to do.

Yes. B'ut  I  was dolng i t  in th is part icr : la

. SIho was that man?

Daurlce Bergrnan. A wonderful  man. . l , laur i

came out of  the steel  bustness and he was del  ight

kneur sorneth. ing ahout i t .  Together we did some thi

over,  t  went to work.  wl th l letro-Goldwyn-Mayer and

Gof dwyn-l layer for a feur:  years and then t  got an of

Plctures, in the press department,  f rom a wonderf .u

And I  went and s.pent the next J0 years.

a.
A.

head of  the departrpent.  Gent le and talented, yery

Pictures $r.as an exc(t ing ptace to he because i t

I ike -ll letro. [t tras a smal I co,ropany. That (s why it

for ts to succeed with what i t  had. And we made

ruost of those special  ef forts caoe out of t l - re pre

they eventual l f  Inade some v(onderful  f  i lms.,  and t

c i t lng people.  I  got  to know them personal ly beca

Dlrector and I  hecarne Advert is ing-Publ  ic i ty Direc

was close to th-e s.o-cal  led personal  i . t ies and sta

simply Dagni . f icent people.  L ike J imrny Stewart  l .

Grant I knew. Jimmy Cagney. I knew Bock t ludson y

f

for

os.
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coyer.age tnvol ved

the war effort

area. The chairman

to haye sornebody w.ho

. [ffren the war was

stayed wi. th l letro-

to go wlth Uniyersal

-Dan whon I knew wel I .

Bergrnan, He was the

ent man. Unlversal

not a powerful  company

d to roake special  ef- ,

se special  ef for ts and

s departrnent,  a l though

y'did haye some verf  ex-

I  became Puhl [c i ty

or,  and in that  ro le t

. And Dany of thern were

yery wel I and Carey

ry wel  l .
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I  spent a lot  of  t ime with them because I  would

regular ly and they would come to the of f ice.  I

And one of  the most interest ing of  a l l  was Bor is

very c lose personal  f r tend and used to v is i t  us.

widowed, for  Bor is died some years ago. But Bor i

lmpressive personal  i ty  [ 've.  known because he was

he was so dlgni f  i 'ed and so truly educated. A br i

man, and the inage of  h is being in the horror f  i

cause he was the ecract  opposi te of  what he did

he did on the screen he did very wel l ,  because

man. Anytfr- ing h-e did,  he dtd wel  l .  So he was

q.

A.

You were Adyert  is lng/Publ  tc i ty D l rec

T[en I Eecame a New York executiye in

worked for the product ion department on the coa

lng someth. ing new; start ing some pictures that

outside of  the con)rent ional  k ind of  th ing v\ ,e we

the narne of  Ned Tannen, he and hls s: ister and D

David Selzni .ckts son) on the coast,  and I  repre

New York. You i .nyl ted some of th.e producers and

mater ia l  [n to see l f . i t  Dight sul t  our needs,

publ ' ishers and we read stuf f  to see i . f  th is mig

fu l  ly  oyer the rnater ia l  to see i f  i t  had what

then roake suggest i .ons. That was yefyt  very chal

I  had one f i lm that I  had a lot  to do

Housewlfe, [  which I  hrought lnto the company an
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to Cal  i  forn ia fa i  r ly

rked with Hi tchcock.

Kar lof f ,  who became a

Hi s wi  fe- . .  She's now

was probahly the most

the most gent le man and

ht man, extremely br ight

ms was rather odd be-

the screen. But what

was a very professional

of  the persons. .  .

r ,  and then you were.. .

roduct ion,  and there I

and we were not at tempt-

re less expensiye and

maki.ng. So a rnan by

y Selznick f that  was

ented the uni t  back in

r i ters to br ing their

r  you got scr ipts f rom

t do. We would go care-

were looking for and

eng Ing.

i th.  t 'D iary

Frank Perry

of a i lad

was the person



Phi l  ip Gerard

who dlrected i t .

q.  Vasn ' '  t  [ t  wr i t ten hy (? )

A. No.. . l " l I  th ink of  i t .  But i t  turned out

f i lm. t t  went very wel | ,  the audience I iked i t  and

You neyer knorar what wi l l  happen with your project

you, and se you can have al  I  sorts of  hope and fai

but i t  has to come togeth.er for  the audience. When

exci . t ing exper ience. Because i t  rs creat ive al  I  the

f i l led wl th the audience, Eecause i t 's  made for an

had sorneth. ing to do with l4 i los Foreman, a f  i  lm he.

whlch was an i .nteres' t i .ng f  i ln.  [ t  real  ly  was a f  i l

npre sJjpport or s,omething, Eecause it  was worthy.

enterta lnrnent yal  ues. .  But l t  d idn' t  work.  But i  t

He went en from there. . . .And there were other th in

ion s ide..  .

q. The product lon s ide, At that  point  you

in adyert  i  s lng and. .  .

A. No, I  r*as a consul  tant  ,  but  others

2i  years,  of  [ t .

a.
A.

f tcul  t .  [ t

the t [me.

q.

A.

So th[s uras.  a vacat ion,  real  ly  being in

[n the product [on,  yes.  .  .  I  t  's  very d i  f f

ls  st i l l  yery di f f  icul t .  Everything s

Was that your last  job before your ret i

l i lel I  ,  that 's where I stopped at Un i.yers

l , /Side 2 -  26

be a very f ine

i t  was a big success.

t i l  the audience tel ls

in what you're doing,

i t  does, [ t rs a very

ay, and then i t rs fu l -

audience. And I  a lso

cal  led "Taking Off ,"

that  needed a l i t t le

t  real ly had a lot  of

e him his f i rst  f i lm.

.  But I  saw the product-

re no longer lnyolyed ,

lnvolyed.. .  t  had had

I  ved

ent,

to

in the f  i . lm ruaking.

and i t "s very di f -

be changing al l

eroent ?

l .  I  thought when I  lef t
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Universal  that  L would go on to a consul tancy; be

people who might have projects and direct  thern to

might get a hear ing and perhaps an opportuni ty.  Bu

dl f  f  icul  t .  [ t 's  very strange, and i . t 's  hard to rea

t rue;  When you leave your industry,  where you've

wh.en you haye estaEl lshed a reputat ion and haye au

you leaye an awful  lot  goes- Yor donrt  take al l  th

the chai . r  rernains hut you're out here.

q.

A.

You lqse that power.

The power i .sn ' t  there" And suddenly you

thlnklng that I  would be helpful  and see i f  I  coul

gether.  . l "d haye a fee. . .Af ter  about s lx rronths of

th i .s tsn"t  a real  ls t i .c s; i tuat ion so l 'm going to I

other work. That r 's when I  went to the yol  unteers. .

a. [ 'd I  ike to 9o Sack to your I  i fe wi th y

she was lnvolyed in the war ef for t .  And then af t

do?

A. She had a yery remarkable career.  She

in f i l -rn, part i .cu I arl  y the French f i  Ln. She market

thei!,  she. i .nterpreted, tn" hrote for the paper$ a

for ryany gf the leadi.ng magazi.nes br:t tDostly for

long years, .  And the French wanted to open a' theat

6ody that kneurwhat was lnyolyed in this metropol

to do to rnake [t successful--so they got ln touch

hecarne the managing director for the Paris theatr

t

lz
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ai lable to young

rces where they

found it  yery

e this hut i t 's

al  I  th.e years;

hor i ty there-rcnce

t wi th you. [ t ts l ike

|  [2e. . .1 was sincerely

nrt  put  some things to-

that I  decided, no,

aye this and go on to

r  wi  fe.

the. w.ar,

D.ur ing the war

what did she

knoven to he a special ist

f t l rs,  she presented

edrote for m.agaz[nes,

New York Tlmes, oyer

and they wanted some=

tan area--what you haye

i th Li l l  ian.  L i l l  ian

. S[e eyen got lnvolyed
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before i . t  opened, planned the thing, picked the p

the campaigns and was there for ,  I  guess, about 2

and she rnade i t  i .nto the most successful  theatre

a.
A.

a.
A.

a.
dld she

A.

who i.s

war.

a.

Lt is marvelous.

Yeah. l tEs a maryelous theatre.  She sta

going and she lef t  when the theatre was merged in

she stopped. And then she rnoyed on to the ]'luseum

she was speci .a l  press person for f  i lm projects an

the di . rector of  the pres:s department,  so s:he spen

of l4odern Art .

! /as that  as a yolunteer?

No, she was on staf f .  She was

So you hoth have a very strong

have t lme to bave cht ldren?

on staf f .

c I nema

WalI ,  that Is an interest ing quest ion.  S

now 42, so l t  was Eack [n that  year,  whate

1 944 wasn '  t  i ' t .  ,  ? Du r  i  ng the war in 19

was t iorn In 1144 , r lgh t ?

A. And she didn1t. . .She always feels. . . .

didnrt  stay [ome. She stayed home a few months an

war agency. Ancl  we had al  I  sort$ of  second iate h

b-ody. But Bi .ck nrent on to. . .Then Jenny came f  lye

I  ater.

a.  19\6.  Jennl fer .  She brts a lovely chi ld.

ape l /Side 2-28

ctures and

years.  She

n New York.

had our

r  [ t  was.

presented

did that

f i rst  chi ld,

Dur ing the

ted [ t  and she kept that

o another operat ion so

f ) lodern Art ,  where

art .  She worked with

ten years at  the } luseurn

reer.  .  .  So tel l  rne,  when

4. t f  [ ie]s 42 now, ihe

always regrets

then went back

I p.  She co.ul  dn' t

ars later. . .Two

that she

to the

get any-

years
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They both went to Fi 'e l  dstone, Ethical  Cul  ture S

Riverdale.  And Richard went to Yale.  He was Pre

he went on to law school . . .

At f  i . rs. t  he went to Hed s,chool.  He was accepted,

he.went on to NYU law school  and he's a lawyer f

Trust ,  as,  one of  their  special  counsels.  Hets a

bankruptcy div i .s ion.  And Jenni ferrs a graduate o

went to Bennington and didn' t  stay. . .

a.
A.

4..

A.

a.
after

A.

Presi 'dent of  h is c lass at  Yale or. . .?

At Fieldstone. So he did qo to Yale.

Nobody s: tays at  Benn ington.

S.he found [ t  very hard and rernote and

now a motshe was Ptr i  Beta lGppa at NYU. She is

for the $J.estport Symphony'. She I iyes

port for ahout 30 odd years for the

i t  two years ago. [ t  was a heaut i fu l

very distress.ed that we sold i t .  At

s.urDmers, and

horne, on t

the t ime i t

a. Sb you spent your sunmers up in Westpo

in an apartment.  .  .

A. Yes. Here. We had a t^ronderful  rout i .ne
I

alI  a i r  and water and lovely grounds and a beaut

neyer went to carnp F.ecause i.t was al I in lJestpor

What happene.d as far as your Jewish af

you r i /ere marrted? -Did you and Li l  I  ian jo in

Yes. We jo ined the Stephen Weis Syn

Bar lJ i . tzyahed he went. . .  I  guess we hadn.t  jo ined

in Westport

Tapel/Side2-29

ls both here and in

of  h is c lass,  Thenident

had a good educat ion.

but he didn' t  stay.  And

r ]4anufacturer I  s Hanover

ice President in the

Fieldstone and then she

he came hack to NYU and

r and does press work

We bad a horue ln West-

the winters too.  We sold

water,  and my w. i fe is

eerued the thing to do.

t .  Eyen though you I  ive

I{estport hecause I t

ul set t  ing.  The kids

I  iat lon was concerned,

temple. . .?

But when Bichard was

Weis S.ynagogue yet. . .he
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He went to the Park Avenue Temple 0) . .  and for

donrt  understand this,  L i l l  ian got distressed

. sald,  I 'L ls. ten.  when [ t  comes to preparat ion

everythlng else is oot."  So she had clar inet  less

'r l ' Ie l l  wfry can' t  he haye his c lar inet  lessons?. '

wel  l ,  wet

for a lot

a.
A.

a.

A.

a.
You were

"He can' t .  ThatIs i t . t t  She was of fended

l l  go to S' tephen Wei 's.  Now, Stephen Weis

of good reasons, but Park Ayenue is more

l i /e l  l ,  i t ts  a conseryat ive temple and the

Beformed.

Right,  r ight .  So therets a di f ferent fee

Wel I  ,  not  the Bar l l i tzvah. [ 'm thinking

day services; .  I  th ink the two temples di f fer  in a

l , layf ie not for others, hut i t  is for me because I  v

i ty of  the Park Ayenue synagogue. I  a lso haye a s

rrNayi .ch."  I  th ink BabE. i  t lFeint '  was a f  lery. . . .wond

but he had a t radi t ion of  social  lssues. So you we

lssues, in the. sei l lon week after week. And social  i

ant  in l i fe,  [ut  they haye to haye their  p lace [n

there is.  something ahout the nattre of  t i .ming and

at so$ethi .ng too hard,  you turn of f  people. '  t f  you

wi. th conyi .ct lon,  then there i t  is .  you dontt  haye

Bar l l i tayahed is concerned.. .

Then you begi.n to oyerwork the thing. So

pn ohservant fami ly,  would you say? Jewis

l /Side 2 -  3O

reason, and I

the fact  that  (?)

r  the Bar l l i tzvah,

s at  the Y. She sa id,

y th is,  so she decided,

be a good synagogue

spir i tual .

other is reforned.

ing as far  as the

ust about the day to

that [s s igni f icant.

lue the spir i tual  qual-

t  respect for Babb i

fu l  person and leader,

e I  is tening to social

s.ues are ter i ib ly import-

r ior i t ies.  And also,

sl t iv i ty.  I f  you go

haye a rressage to del iyer

haye i . t  next week.

that . . . tou did have a. . .

fami ly?
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A. Our farni ly? [  would say that we were,. . t

an obse.ryant Jewish family Eut I  know what

were not an obseryant fami ly except for  the

A. How about your chi ldren? Do they.. .

A.  I  must te l  I  you that rny.son .marr ied a

marr ied a non-Jew. you must see an awful  tot  of  . t

that  i

hol  i .d

ly 'e l l ,  a great deal .  A.g.reat deal .  Unfo

I  don' t  understand how i t  comes to be,

went to Sunday School .  As a.matter of  fact ,  Jennj

Sunday.. .  in Hebrew.. .Tutored at  home Uy a very. . .

nephew. Nelson Grickrs nephew camd twice a week.. .

a.
A.

a.
A.

they are

a.
A.

a.
A.

Q.

A.

Q'

A. '

a.

And what about.  .  .  Oo they have ch i  I  dren,

Yes. 
. l ly  

son has two lovely grandchi  ldre

both involved i .n the park Avenue synagog

The.y are

The fami ly is.  They,re al l  involved.

Even though your daughter- in- law isn, t . .

'  No, ny daughter- in- law converted.

.  0h,  sh.e conyerted

0.h,  she converted. t  should have ," ia tn

Wel l ,  that i ,  ,  u"r ,  d i f ferent s i tuat ion.

Yes, she converted before the mair iage.

Yes. Uh huh.

A. f iy  daughter marr ied a Cathol ic,  a yugosl

a pract ic ing Cathol ic but is Cathol ic in the sense

that. . .And the son is apparent ly being brought up

pel /Side2-31

'd  I  fke to say we were

fr iends, and wefrom

Jew and my daughter

tely.

ause.. .They both

r was tqtored in

Nelson Gl ick 's (Zl

our

-two

son

chi

and daught.er?

I  dren--and

t .

should have said that .

Cathol  ic ,  .who is not

that  i t ls  very c lear

the tradi t ion of  the
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tradi t ion of  the father.

A. They have one chi ld?

A. One chi ld,  yes.  A lovely chi ld.

person, I  th ink,  and I  th ink she wi l l  make

t ly daugh

him

A. How old is he?

A. Her s seven.

A. On: 
. t t rs 

very ear ly in

know.. .Did you.. . .What was your

to having been brought up in the

Asy I um?

his growing up pe

approach. to di  sci  p

r ig id discipl  ine

discipl  inar ian at

at  the home, wer

I  donrt  th ink I  was a

Wel |  ,  you weren' t  even

to be there.

A.

a.
You had

A. Wel l ,  I  had to see the things were obse

were met,  and I  d id i t  my way so.. .But at  home I

ian at  a l  l .  I  d id not. . .  t  th ink we were very for t

ren who were basical ly very cooperat ive and they

they went of f  on their  own direct ions.  I  was not

but thatrs not nry choice;  i t 's  their  choice.

As long as they stay together,  I  th inke.
A.

I

0h, yes,  of  course. They have their  q

They're concerned about doing things that dre me

the i ' r  interests. .  .  .

q. Did the home, your exper iences at  the

way, as far  as your home l i fe was concerned? You

' 'Tape I Side 2 -  32

r ts a wor ld ly

i lho he i  s.rs tand

i  od.  |  'm sure he. wi  I  I

ine in your own home,

f  the Hebrew Orphan

i l .

you? Well ,  you were.

ed, that

s never

ate. l , /e

re good

about

the rul  es

a discipl  inar-

had two ch i  I  d-.

k is. 'Even though

the ma rr i  ages ,

hat rs the more important. . .

i t ies in their  fami l  ies.

ingful  and they have

ome, spi l l  over in any

own home I  i fe,  when you
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and Li l l ian es, tabl ished your home together?

A. Wel l ,  t  th ink L must say I  put  a value o

ingful ,  in terms of  what a home represents.  And my

awful  ly  good taste and she had (?) so that we

gether,  and t  th ink out of  that  came some very

ing taste.  l , /e had a house ful l  of  ant iques that we

beaut i fu l  ant iques and we got great pleasure.  We d

money. lJe f i  l led th is home. A very unusual  set t ing

and the step-down, dropped l iv ing roorn.  Lovely h

so with what we picked. And in New York we have al

th ings, that  we enjoy.  Certain ' ly  we didn' t  have an

It 's  just  a matter of  the sense of  the abi l i ty  to

in taste,  and the cur iousi ty to f ind out where. . . l

f inding these things. I t 's  creat ive,  actual  ly .  l t '

Al  I  of  my country th ings, for tunately,  L i  I  I  ian's

we sold our home in Westport ,  we were pursued.. .

market. . .Somebody carne along and was just  terr ib l

th ings i r re in my daughter 's home. Everything is i

home. lJhich is qui te remarkable.

a.
A.

I  guess your daughter l ives in Westport .

Yes. In Westport .  She has a big home.

a quest ion. . . l t ts  an interest ing quest ion.  What w

home. [ ' l l  te l l  you, we had to be neat at  the h

careful  to observe the rules;  that  th ings were in

in place. t /e had lockers.  Nothing was around; we
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a home that was mean-

i  fe happens to have

lways did th ings to-

r fu l  resul ts ref lect-

bought on the road;

dn' t  spend a lot  of

a cathedral  cei l  ing

.  And we made i t  rnore-

o ant iques. Lovely

iques at  the home.

, the des i  re to do

was l ike a discovery,

a very lovely interest .

t ry th ings.. .When

didn' t  put  i t  on the

pers istent.  Al  I  our

in place in my daqghter 's

.  You had

place and

lways had

ly. . .So.

carr ied

. .You asked

over f rom the

to be very

cloth ing was

a neat looking
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dormltory.  I  th ink neatness has.. . th ings are in p

(my wife is much. more casual) . . .and sometimes t

picking up things and she gets very annoyed and s

that to ne.r 'But i t rs that  th ing that t  th ink is

to want to see things order ly.

a. 0f course, you also ment ioned that your

very t idy housekeeper.

A.

a.
A.

a.
A.

She was ,  y€s .  She was .  Ext  rao rd i  na ry .  .  .

She must have had that neatness too.

I  th ink so.  Because my sister has i t .

But i f  you didn' t  have i t ,  yourd get i t

Yeah. You didn' t  p ick that  up you'd get

Wel l . . .Somebody was keeping a record

Was i t  the school? Was i t  the school

I  have to th ink about that  but. . .The

And then there was.. .One of  the th ings at  the

out,  that  was qui te remarkable. . .We had (and.peop

a great advantage at  the home. The arts were avai

theatre,  f i lm was in--and we were going to the th

of us who were supposed to be excel l ing.  l f  we we

t ickets.  We used to get t ickets for  25C.. .They

Yourd get the t ickets on Fr iday. . . .  I  saw al  I  the

a. l low were the people who excel led chose
I

doing that made them "excel1."

A.

q.

A.

commending.. .Those who real ly were cooperat ing a helping
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ace. I

tual  ly

have a need for

f ind that l tm

rtYou cantt  do

the past.  I  tend

says,

r t  of

o

r

mothe r was a very,

at the home.

a boot.  Absol  utely.

that  I  have to point

e aren' t  aware of  th is)

ab I  e to us --rnus i  c

tre every week, those .

excel l  ing,  we got the

the t ickets for  vou.

derful  p l  ays .

and what were they

rds ?

unse I  o rs would be re-

in the group,
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making i t  workr stood out and they were rewarded.

concerts at  th.e stadium in the summert ime, al  I  s

groups going every day. Every day. So those thing

would not have gotten that. . .  I  would not have gott

i f  I  were I  iv lng on Seventh Street wi th my moth.er.

of  a door;  the openi .ng of  an interest  that  stayed

And they had a great l ibrary there.  l t  was a won

encouraged.. .They did encourage people who were i

to do so. I  remember. . .This was pure accident,  bu

guess.. . . l  was asked to go to a party. . . l  guess I

There were some other boys from other inst i tut ion

Hotel  Ansonia,  I  was taken there,  and I  got  to t

party for  Yehudi  Henuhin.  l t  was his l3th bir thd

and Fr is parents were there,  and we were there for

goodies. . .  I  th ink we got gi f ts.  But that  k ind of

exper i  ence.

By the way, I  saw--about three or four

RSEP, we had RSEP people go to a broadcast Bi l l  B

people on seniors and volunteers,  and one sect ion

Henuhin.  And I  said,  "0h.,  isn ' t  th is rnrvelous.r ' l

many t imes but L had never seen him up close. So

he walked of f  the stage, I  walked up to hini  and t

I know you and I know. you wel l ,  because I was at

He said,  "You w.ere?" I  said,  I 'Yes, I  was invi ted

Anson i  a.  "  He sa i  d,  t tOh ,  the Hote l  Anson i  a.  t t  And t
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d then we had the

r long we would have

were there and you

n to go to the theat re

So that !Jas.  an opening

i th ne years later.

fu l  l ibrary,  and they

terested to pursue things,

i t 's  in the menroir  I

s alone from the home.

. . .  l t  was down at  the

party and i t  was a

.  His s ister was there

d cheer and whatever

ing was an extraordinary

ths ago--as part  of

ckley was giv ing for some

f the program had Yehudi

d seen him in concert

i t  was al  I  over and

said,  t rYou don' t  me but

r  bar mitzvah party."

o jo in you at  the Hotel

en he said something bbout
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went so
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Papa and ahout the |  l fe of  th is whole set t ing--hi

did have an apartment there.  I  found that a nice

a. Did you tel l  h im you were one boy selec

0rphan Asyl um.

Wel I  ,  no.  l .  fe l t  so badly. . .You ask

fast .  L walked away and I  said,  "0h, I

Having talked about your exper iences

peopl e?

ldo, actual ly not.  lwent through l i fe,

l i fe,  never ta lk ing about my exper iences when I  w

reason for i . t  and there was no need for me to do

to wr i te my nemoirs,  then l rve ta lked about i t  e

to people about when I  was.. .These were del ight f

a. I  know you had lunch at the Oak Room wi

And then.. .Did you ever ta lk to him about your g

A. I  d id on or ie occasion.. .Not that  one,

to do so. I  was taken there by Peter Stone who w

Peter Stone is a wr i ter--He wrote "1776rrr  he wrot

scr ipts.  And i t  was a very pleasant lunch and he

has lots of  good hunnr, .but  I  d idnrt  want aoalr l

'Pla
was rather personal .  Then I  went to Maurice

guest of  honor. . .Not guest of  honor;  he was there

was wonderful  about i t .  I  must te l I  you something

two years ago, and you fel t  that  he was so proud

group and this t radi t ion.  And he didn' t  do i t  wi t
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world--because they

nt.

d from the Hebrew

tha

di

at

. . .  I  fe l t  so badly.  l t

n ' t  te l l  h im that.r '

the home..Have you talked

career,  my

young. And

profess ional

I  saw no

But when I  decided

r s ince. l 've been talk ing

1.. .

h Art  Buchwald once.

ing up in the Asylum.

cause I  found i t  d i f f icul t

h is f r iend and my fr iend--

some wonderful  f i lm

s a very br ight  man and

that out;  I  rhought i t
t ' t

f 's  b i r thday and he was

to honor Hurray. . .And he

. .This t ime.. .  l t  was about

d so commit ted to th is

I  ip service.  He was



Phi I  ip Gerard

saying things that were interest ing.  But then I  r

2l years ago, at  a. . .  [ t  may have been at  a federat i

JCCA luncheon at  the Plaza, at  which he spoke about

the Hebrew 0rphan Asylum. You know, he was not in

lum; he rras in a foster horre.  He said that  what he

was go to camp with the k ids f rom the home, where

said there he got 6eat up regular ly,  and he said t
h,, ,  

'J

/?l r.'l i \ ';, '
to become €' ! .enius.  But he was part  of  the home in

but he was also back there wi th. . .And he knew Mur

ear ly days, who was Director of  the camp as wel l .

4,. Well ,  there are some wonderful  a lumni of

Asyl  um and I  rm looking foruard to ta l  k ing to nore

A.

a.

Uel l ,  you wi l l  enjoy. . .You should ta lk t

I  haven' t  ta lked to him. Someone else di

speaking tol4aur i"" . \ . ; t  '  ' I

A.  [Jel  l ,  you tel  I  h im that an admirer of  h i

and a f r iend of  h is. ,  was in the seat before him a

A. Yes, t  certainly wi l l .  Do you have any

I ' laur ice at  a l  l?

A.

a.
A.

Wel l ,  I  can see his face in f ront  of  me

Did you ever have any.. .

The th ing about l4aur i  ce was that - l , laur i  c

You knew that and that he was not par.t icutarty-s

He becarne Assistant Super intendent. . .  I  th ink he w

whi le too.
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er I  heard him

I uncheon or a

his ear ly days at

Hebrew 0rphan Asy-

ld do every surnmer

kids came, and he

'  s whe re he Ider i  i  ded

erms of  a foster ch i  I  d

Strong from the

the Hebrew 0rphan

f them.

Murray. . .

.  I  am going to be

and a col league of  h is

I  wish him the best.

pecial  mernor ies of

was an intel  lectual  .
i ,

ff ing peop I e. . . Not typ i ca | .

s Super intendent for  a



Phi I  ip Gerard

a.
A.

Yes, brtef ly.  Ln 1940. For one year,  uh

And l .  a lways fel t  that  he was a I  i t t le. .

You lef t  the home in 1935 when he was..

I  th ink i t  was 1936.

And at  that  point ,  I  guess, he was the

I remember his presence. He was low key

no ise.

Yes. He wouldn' t  be going around cuff ing

No, he $rouldn' t  be going around cuff ing

Uel l ,  yourre s l ight ly di f ferent in age.

Yes. t  th ink he must 6e.. .

Youtre ten years younger than he. is s

He's wel  I  ?

Hers wel  l ,  and [ 'm looking forward to

Thi .s af ternoon?

Yes, l rve got a busy day.

because he had an lmage of . . . l  said intel lectual ;

t ing i t . . ln my mind. I  dontt  know i f  i t rs t rue for

He was communicat ing on a di f ferent leveq.

A. Well ,  there was nothing about him that

that  k ind of  person. He was a. . .As you cal led him,

image of  a rabbi .  0r  a professor;  he would be the

And s9, f rom my point  of  v iew, I  a lways fel t  there

about him. He was unusual . . .

q.

A.

a.
A.

lot  of

a.
A.

r  i  gh. t .  He was a lovel  y man, and I  ,  f  rankl  y,  knew

and never knew him wel l .

a.
A.

a.
A.

q.

A.

a.
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was something special

sistant
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Di rector.

didn' t  make a

Yourre absol  utely

al  I  those years

boys.
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m for

ing him. th is af ternoon.
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A.

q.

A.

Do you have eyerything you need?

I th ink we have a feel  ing about your I  i f

l . /e l  l ,  let  me say one thing I 've been thi

I  have to say th is a6out the Hebrew 0rphan Asylum.

mysel f ,  f rom my own exper ience.. .  I  th ink i t  was an

and that i t  existed, and I  can talk about what I

should be part  of  th is archive in a very importan

a syrnbol . . .First  of  a l  l ,  i t  was created by a

i ty created i t ,  and i t  set  standards.  l t  set  rema

out of  which l3m sure much remains in other place

nrcst ly,  in that  d i f f icul t  t ime, as long as i t  was

took a lot  of  k ids.  lJhen I  was there there were

f i rst  came. Then they had 1,000 and i t  may have b

down to 800. They kept reducing and making i t  mor

were changing al l  the t ime. From the t ime I  arr i

at  the home, there was a day out to go to your f

you were in the c lear ( that  is ,  i f  you did not

a problem so you couldn' t  go,  but by the t ime I

every week to the fami ly and they coul  d stay ove

constant at tempt to I  iberal  ize and understand th
t  ' . ' ' , ,

wasn!t  just  semant ic,  and l rve never given t ,Lf  lo
t " r  ,

7'for.-doing wlratever happened in the things of p

been the spir l t  force that made these changes

board. They had a great board of  d ist inguished J

You' l l  f ind out wf io they are.  There was Warburg Loeb. .  .A wonderful
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ing about because.. .

I  wi  I  I  speak only for

extraordinary wor ld

i  s someth i  ng that

way. Because i t  was

i ty,  the Jewish commun-

kable standards,  and

, in other wor lds.  But

taking kids--and i t

ly  800 fr ids,  when I

more. Then i t  came

, comfortable.  And they

d, when I  f i rst  arr ived

i ly once a month,  So i f

anything wrong) you had

ft ,  they were going out

ight .  So there was a

needs of  the k ids.  l t

J :  Simmons'r  any credi t

ressr but he must have

sible.  They had a great

ish community leaders.


